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Message Text 


REF: (A) STATE 99977; (B) TEL AVIV 5 182 

1 . AT LAST EVENING S RECEPTION FOR NEW COS GENERAL 
EITAN, WE QUERIED DEFENSE MINISTER WEIZMAN AND SEVERAL 
SENIOR IDF OFFICERS CONCERNING GUR'S COMMENTS TO THE PRESS ON 
SPLITTING THE F-15/F-16 PACKAGE DEAL (REFTELS). INCLUDED WERE THE 
AIR FORCE COMMANDER, AF CHIEF OF INTELLIGNECE AND A SENIOR MOD 
CIVILIAN OFFICIAL. THEIR COLLECTIVE RESPONSE IS BEST 
SUMMED UP BY THE COMMENT MADE TO ARMA BY MG IVRY, THE 
IAF COMMANDER- "MOTTA (GUR) HAS A GOOD IDEA-NONE OF US 
LIKE THE IDEA OF A PACKAGE DEAL-BUT I WANT MY AIRPLANES." 


2. COMMENT: WE WILL CONTINUE TO HEAR FROM THE RETIRED 
CHIEF OF STAFF ON A VARIETY OF TOPICS, INCLUDING ISRAELI 
RELATIONSHIPS WITH USG. INDEED HE IS AGAIN ON THE 
FRONT PAGES TODAY, THIS TIME ADDRESSING THE ISSUE OF 
DOMESTIC POLITICAL INTERFERENCE IN THE AFFAIRS OF THE 
OFFICE OF CHIEF OF STAFF. GUR IS A POLITICAL ANIMAL 
WITH LONG-SUPPRESSED POLITICAL AMBITIONS. THUS WE WILL 
UNDOUBTEDLY BE TREATED TO A PUBLIC AIRING OF HIS VIEWS ON 
A VARIETY OF SUBJECTS OVER THE COMING MONTHS. THERE 
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IS WIDE-SPREAD SPECULATION THAT HE WILL BECOME ACTIVE 
IN THE LABOR PARTY POLITICAL SCENE, POSSIBLE LATER 
THIS YEAR. 


3. MEANWHILE, OUR ASSESSMENT IS THAT IVRY'S COMMENT 
ACCURATELY REFLECTS WHAT WOULD BECOME IN EXTREMIS 
THE GOI POSITION ON THIS ISSUE. THE 
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ISRAELIS WILL DO ALL THEY CAN TO BLOCK THE SAUDI SALE. 
BUT IF IT APPEARS THAT TIMELY ACQUISITION OF AIRCRAFT FOR 
THE IDF IS JEOPARDIZED BY SUCH TACTICS, THEY WILL OPT FOR 
THE AIRCRAFT AND RELUCTANTLY ACCEPT THE PACKAGE DEAL. 
LEWIS 
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